What counts as human rationality: reasoning processes that embody contentindependent formal theories, such as propositional logic, or reasoning processes that are well designed for solving important adaptive problems? Most theories of human reasoning have been based on content-independent formal rationality. whereas adaptive reasoning, ecological or evolutionary, has been little explored. We elaborate and test an evolutionary approach, Cosmides' (1989) social contract theory, using the Wason selection task. In the first part. we disentangle the theoretical concept of a "social contract" from that of a "cheater-detection algorithm".
We demonstrate that the fact that a rule is perceived as a social contract -or a conditional permission or obligation, us Cheng and Holyouk ( 198.5)
proposed -is not sufficient to elicit Cosmides' striking results, which we replicated. 
